
Weather 
 

April marks the first full month of 

spring, with warmer weather 

around the corner. On average, 

this month was warmer and slight-

ly dryer than last April. State-wide 

temperatures averaged 45ÁF, 

which was 3.8 degrees warmer 

than April of last year. Statewide 

precipitation averaged 4.03 inches, 

which was 0.89 inches less than 

April of last year. 

Drought Update 
 

According to the U.S Drought Monitor, spring 

rainfall kept 100% of the state out of drought 

conditions throughout the month. Compared to 

this time last year on April 5, 2022, 36.09% of 

the state was listed as abnormally dry and 

63.91% was listed as no drought. By the end of 

April 2022, drought conditions reduced to 

12.58% listed as abnormally dry and 87.42% of 

the state listed as no drought. 

Insect and Disease  

Observations ð April 2023 

Vermont Forest Health 

Department of Forests, Parks & Recreation 

April 2023                          vtforest.com 

Average temperature and precipita-

tion departure from normal. Maps 

and data: Northeast Regional Cli-

mate Center. 

Drought Comparison between April 2022 and 

2023. Map and data: U.S. Drought Monitor. 

https://fpr.vermont.gov/forests
http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/
http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/MapArchive.aspx


Spring Budbreak and Leaf Out  

 

Sugar maple trees at our long-term 

phenology monitoring site at Proc-

tor Maple Research Center 

(Underhill, VT) broke bud on April 

20, 2023. This is notably earlier 

than 2022, but slightly later than 

our earliest budbreak on record, 

which occurred on April 12, 2021. 

Buds were largely dormant until an 

unusually warm week of weather in 

mid-April which accelerated devel-

opment. Most trees experienced 

heavy flowering, and we expect 

this to lead to a heavy seed year 

for sugar maples.   

 

Wildland Fire Update 
 

Most Vermont wildland fires occur between the end of March and the beginning of June, alt-

hough wildland fire season extends into fall. Spring is the time of year that most involves 

changing weather patterns. Low relative humidity and gusty winds, combined with dry fuel 

conditions and tough terrain, can make controlling wildland fires difficult and hazardous. For-

tunately, spring fires seldom burn deeply into the ground litter, which makes clean up easier 

and less expensive. For more information on wildland fires in Vermont and to sign up to re-

ceive fire danger emails, visit Vermontôs Wildland Fire Seasons.    

 

 

Aftermath of a forest fire in a West Rutland 

swamp. This fire occurred on April 9, 2023, 

and burned a total of two acres.  

 

 

 

Aftermath of a forest fire that started by a 

tree falling on a powerline in Rupert, VT. This 

fire occurred on April 11, 2023, and burned a 

total of six acres.  

 

https://fpr.vermont.gov/forest/wildland-fire/wildland-fire-seasons

